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March 3, 2010 Creek Valley School News � 
Dr. Dahlquist�s Desktop 

 
At a recent PTA meeting, one topic of conversation was the plethora of acronyms in education and the difficulty parents have understand-
ing what they all mean, not to mention what they stand for.  As a result, I have chosen a few acronyms, terms, and/or concepts to briefly 
describe.  I hope it�s helpful. 
 
RtI 
Response to Intervention (sometimes referred to as Response to Instruction) is an initiative that has been at Creek Valley for the past two 
years.  It is a way of personalizing learning for students.  In essence, teachers use student data to determine whether or not learners are 
making adequate progress toward grade level standards.  If not, interventions are put in place.  Progress is monitored to determine whether 
or not the interventions are working.  Our focus has been on reading and math.  �Similarly, some students are out of alignment with the 
curriculum in the sense that they are performing beyond grade level standards.  These needs are addressed by enriching or accelerating 
content and challenging students within the classrooms with more difficult reading material and higher level thinking, for example.� 
 
Data  
In education, data can be formal or informal, quantitative or qualitative.  Achievement data includes MAP test scores (explained below), 
DRAs (diagnostic reading assessments), weekly classroom theme assessments, fluency checks, unit math tests, etc. 
 
Interventions  
An intervention can be anything that helps a student learn.  For example, a student who needs more practice in phonics may meet with his/
her teacher or support staff more frequently.  Once students are at grade level, the intervention is no longer necessary.  Other interventions 
may include thinking maps or graphic organizers, Success Center, Tucker signing strategies, etc, but all are �evidence based�, meaning 
there is research suggesting they are effective. An advantage to the work we are doing in monitoring progress is that if one intervention 
isn�t working, we can make frequent adjustments to find the right one.   
 
MAPs 
Measure of Academic Progress assessments are taken three times a year by Creek Valley students in grades one through five.  They show 
what students have learned, how much progress they have made and what kind of progress is necessary to achieve grade level proficiency 
if below peers.  There is some variability from test to test, but over time, we look for patterns in student progress. 
 
CogATs � Cognitive Abilities Tests 
As the name implies, CogATs are abilities tests.  Similar to an IQ test, they are used to show students� potential.  (Note that, contrary to 
prior belief, IQ is not static.)  Educators often compare achievement tests to abilities tests; the correlation should be strong.  If ability test 
scores are significantly higher than achievement test scores, either something is getting in the way of learning or students may be under-
achieving.  Often, Edina students� achievement test scores are higher than their ability test scores which implies that they are working hard 
and have good study habits. 
 
MCAs � Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments 
These state achievement tests are taken by third, fourth, and fifth graders in the areas of reading and math; fifth graders also take them in 
science.  They serve as an accountability measure for schools and are tied to funding for public schools under the No Child Left Behind 
Act. 
 
YPP � Yearly Progress Pro 
YPP is a computerized assessment that monitors students� progress in reading and/or math.   
 
 As always, please don�t hesitate to call me with any questions you may have. Kari Dahlquist, Principal 
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Creek Valley School News � 
 

 
 
Thanks to all who supported the Creek Valley Media 
Center by attending the Scholastic Book Fair and the Ice 
Cream Social!  We have many, many new books being 
processed and made ready for student check-out.  It is so 
much fun to see the excitement of students when they 

find a fascinating new book!  And a special thanks to those who volun-
teered at these events!  Thanks for making a difference! 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Mar 2 Pride Day�appreciation of 
 diversity  10:45am 
Mar 4 K-5 conferences; no school 
Mar 5 Staff in-service; no school 
Mar 8-12 MAPS - grades 2-5 
Mar 11 PTA Exec Board meeting 
 9:30am 
Mar 15-19 MAPS - grades 1-2 
Mar 23 Fifth Grade Presents:  
 Amazing Aesop, 7pm 
Mar 26 Spring break begins at end 
 of day 

A special thank-you to Kris Marshall, Carin Mehan, Helen Propson, Madie Groat, Anna Beardon, Shannon Brannigan, 
Abby Conrad, Emily Marshall, Sydney Smith, Andreley Bjelland, Madi Cooperman, Olivia Erickson and Emma Selzler 
for hosting a fantastic Ice Cream Social the night of the Scholastic Book Fair. Parents and students alike enjoyed the ice 
cream and decorations. It was great to see so many former Creek Valley Students return to help promote a great fund-
raising event. Thanks for all your hard work. 
 
Please accept my apology for not including you in the previous PFN acknowledgment. I hope that all who helped know 
how much we appreciate their time and energy. 
Annie Clark 
Book Fair Co-Chair 

FREE PCN forum; �The Chemistry of JOY� by: Dr. Henry Emmons, M.D. 
WHEN: Monday, March 15th; 7-9 pm 
WHERE: CONCORD elementary school 
More information about the forum at: edinapcn.com 

4th graders: Are you interested in playing a band or orchestra instrument next year? If so, you�ll 
want to attend a 30-minute informational meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 15th at the Valley 
View Middle School Auditorium (enter door 1, SW corner of building). Families will learn about instrument 
choices available in 5th grade and reserve a private interview time to try the band and orchestra  
instruments.   
 
We�re looking forward to meeting you � see you there!    
Cassandra Herold, orchestra;   Patrick Mulligan, band 
 

EDINA GYMNASTICS 
EDINA GYMNASTICS is now taking reservations for their summer clinic! Come be a part of the fun! 
The session runs from June 14th - August 31st. Information and forms can be found at:  
http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/athletics/sports/gymnasticsgirls.html 
Questions can be directed to Megan Kooman at megkooman@edina.k12.mn.us 
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Community News ... 
Baseball Bonanza at Players Only  

 You are invited to a Baseball Bonanza on May 7 from 6:30 � 8:30 hosted by Players Only at the Nevers-Larkin Baseball 
Training Facilities in Eden Prairie. When you buy a $15 ticket to this event you will have full access to the facilities for an 
entire 2 hours, including free use of the batting cages. Buy your tickets in the Carnival Raffle Packet coming home after 
Spring Break! Only 100 tickets will be sold so act fast.   Contact Chris Prawdzik with questions at 612-922-0510. 
**2 Hours of Unlimited Baseball/Softball Facility Use** 

H1N1 Vaccine Clinic - Thursday, March 11 
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Cornelia Elementary School Cafeteria 
7000 Cornelia Drive, Edina 

If you are coming to the clinic: 
�� Wear a short-sleeve shirt. 
�� Bring your insurance card if you have one. 
�� Come with your child. Children under 18 years must have a parent or guardian present 
�� Two vaccinations are needed for children under 10 years and will be available at the clinic. There must be 

at least 21 days between vaccinations. 
No appointments are needed. There is no cost for the vaccine. 
For Questions, call Bloomington Public Health at 952-563-8995. 
:Parent Workshop March 11, 2010:  It�s So Easy - Parents as Sexuality Educators 

 
The Edina Family Center is offering a Parent Workshop: It�s So Easy - Parents as Sexuality Educators from 
6:30 to 8:30 PM in Room 165 of the Edina Community Center. The class will be taught by Kris Shelley,  
Licensed Parent Educator. 
 
What do our children really need to know and when do they need to know? This workshop is for parents with 
children 5-12 years old.  Join us to review resources, and walk away with pertinent handouts.  Cost is $15/
Individual or $25/Twosome. 
 
To register, call Elaine at 952-848-3949, or online at http://www.edina.k12.mn.us/community/familycenter/
register.html 
 
The Edina Family Center, a Community Education Service of the Edina Public Schools, is committed to children 
and their families.  Its mission is to enhance the quality of life by strengthening families with support, services 
and parent education. 
 

Nominate an Edina Public Schools teacher for the  
2010 Teacher of the Year Award 

Nominations due Friday, April 9 
Please download a nomination form at www.edinachamber.com 


