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March 17, 2010 Creek Valley School News � 
 Bits from the Board 

DELIVERY OF PTA RATIFYING BALLOT FOR  
2010-2011 

CREEK VALLEY EXECUTIVE BOARD 
In the Round Trip Folder on Friday, March 19th, you will find the Ratifying Ballot for the 2010-2011 Creek Valley Executive 
Board.  The 2010 PTA Nominating Committee* with the unanimous approval of the PTA Executive Committee respectfully 
submits the following names to you as candidates for the 2010-2011 Creek Valley PTA Executive Board. All candidates 
have consented to serve. 
 
The 2010-2011 PTA Executive Board will take office on July 1, 2010.  Eric & Joan Bjelland will serve as Co-Presidents, 
Kara Stechmann as Treasurer and Kimberly Barrett as Site Council Representative.  Upon ratification by the PTA member-
ship at large, the following candidates will also serve on the 2010-2011 Executive Committee as part of a two year commit-
ment to serve our school.            

  Treasurer-Elect  Chelsea Korsh     
 

  Site Council Representative Eleni Glerum     
 

  Secretary   Deb Hanson     
 

  Co-President-Elects  Bonnie Smith & Julie James    
 

Student Assignments to Classes 
Each spring we develop class lists for the coming year, striving to create classes where optimum learning for all students can 
take place. We consider many factors as we try to stabilize our classes and accommodate individual needs: 
 
 Balance of ability levels and leadership skills 
Gender balance 
Emotional/social combinations 
Student separations 
Special learning needs 
Behavioral factors 
Teaching/learning styles 
 
Creating groups of students that work together is a task that our staff feels is critically important and is one that, with team-
work, can be achieved. Parent selection of specific teachers for certain students often works against our goal of balanced 
classes, and is not our practice. In other words, we cannot honor requests for specific teachers. (Similarly we don�t honor 
negative requests for teachers unless there has been a past history with the family). We would also ask you not to place 
teachers in the uncomfortable position of recommending or not recommending their peers. 
 
The Student Information Forms are available in the front office and on the Creek Valley website, or we can send one home 
with your child if you contact the office at 952-848-3200. Completing and returning the form is optional, but if you choose to 
do so, please complete the form by March 26 and return it to the office. 



Carnival News � 

Get ready for i-Raffle ! 
Creek Valley goes green as we do away with the raffle ticket stubs and conduct a LIVE i-Raffle the night of-
Carnival.   Your traditional Carnival Raffle Packet will come home right after Spring Break where you can read 
descriptions for all raffle items and baskets.   Just fill out your Raffle, Basket & Food/Game punch card order 
form as usual.   You can buy tickets to the Noche Para Mamas and/or Baseball Bonanza FUN-draiser Parties too.  
But don�t look for an envelope with raffle ticket stubs to come home in your child�s backpack ---- just wait for 
the LIVE i-Raffle the night of Carnival to see if you�re a Winner!  (As in years past, your child will bring home 
Food/Game punch cards before Carnival and you don�t have to be present to win). 

Mark April 15 on Your Calendar:     Orders must be returned to school by April 15th 
Baseball Bonanza at Players Only  

 You are invited to a Baseball Bonanza on May 7 from 6:30 � 8:30 hosted by Players Only at the Nevers-Larkin 
Baseball Training Facilities in Eden Prairie. When you buy a $15 ticket to this event you will have full access to 
the facilities for an entire 2 hours, including free use of the batting cages. Buy your tickets in the Carnival Raffle 
Packet coming home after Spring Break! Only 100 tickets will be sold so act fast.   Contact Chris Prawdzik with 
questions at 612-922-0510. 

3rd Annual Noche Para Mamas     
Come fiesta with fellow Creek Valley senoras and senoritas at Destini Molitor�s 

house on Thursday, June 3.   Buy your ticket for $40 in the Carnival Raffle Packet 
coming home after Spring Break!  Contact Destini, Amy Collins, Barrie Lund, Eleni 

Glerum, Christine Paulson, or Shanna Flynn with questions. 

         The Carnival Decorations Committee is in need of working Christmas Lights!  
     If you have used, (but working) CHRISTMAS LIGHTS that you�re 
     willing to donate, please consider donating them to Carnival. It doesn�t 
     matter what color they are. There will be a drop-off box outside the office 
     labeled Carnival Lights.      
     Thanks for your help! 



Edina School District News ... 

The next Paws for News publication deadline is Friday, March 19th for the Wednesday, March 24th edition. 
Content may be edited for space, or reserved for a later edition. E-mail the editors at bsmith19@comcast.net  

(word document preferred) or call Bonnie Smith (952-996-9648) or Vivien Talghader (952-944-3378) 

Creek Valley School News � 
   TITLE: Winged Genius 
   DATE: c. 883-859 B.C. 
   MEDIUM: Limestone 
   DIMENSIONS: 90 x 41in. (228.6 x 104.14cm) 
   CREATION PLACE: Asia, Iraq, Assyria, Nimrud 
 
   This panel was taken from the remains of an imperial palace at Nimrud, the capital of the Assyrian empire,  
   now located in modern Iraq. The walls of the palace, constructed by Ashurnasirpal II (883-859 B.C.), were  
   decorated with stoned panels carved in low reliefnarrating his hunting and military exploits. 
 
This genius, or demigod, was part of a grouping of winged creatures facing a stylized tree, a scene repeated numerous times in the  
palace. Traces remain of the bright colors with which the panel was painted, increasing its visual impact. The palace at Nimrud was  
excavated between 1845 and 1851 A.D. by Sir Austin H. Layard working on behalf of the British Museum. This panel was among a 
number of palace sculptures acquired at that time for private and public collections in the United States, making them the first examples 
of ancient Mesopotamian art to reach the Western world. 
 
This piece will be shown in CV classrooms from March 9 - April 9, 2010. Thank you for your continued support of Art Adventures at 
Creek Valley, a PTA funded program for this school year. 
Jennifer Hoff and Jennifer Al-Najim, Art Adventure co-chairs 

Alex Conrad Named Minnesota Geographic Bee Semifinalist! 
Alex Conrad has been notified by the National Geographic Society that he is one of the semifinalists eligible to compete in 
the 2010 Minnesota Geographic Bee!  After being named the school winner in December, Alex took a written qualifying 
test, which was submitted to the National Geographic Society.  Students in grades 4-8 with the top 100 scores were invited 
to compete at the state level.  Alex will compete in the 2010 Minnesota Geographic Bee on April 9th at St. Cloud State Uni-
versity.  Alex is in Mrs. Wenner and Mrs. Wenkus� 4th grade class.   
Good Luck Alex! 

 

CREEK VALLEY 
5th GRADE 
PRESENTS 

Amazing Aesop 
Tuesday, March 23       7:00 pm in the gym 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Mar 23 Fifth Grade Presents:  
 Amazing Aesop, 7pm 
Mar 26 Spring break begins at end 
 of day 
April 5 School Resumes 
April 7-22  MAPS-grades 1-2 
April 8  PTA Executive Board  

 
Innovation Grants Awarded 

The Edina Education Fund awarded $52,710 in 24 Innovation Grants to staff members and projects 
throughout the district. A variety of departments and programs were recipients at all nine schools in 
the District, as well as Early Childhood Special Education and the Edina Family Center. All grant 
recipients will be officially recognized at an upcoming school board meeting.  
 
Thank you to our staff for their work to prepare grants to enhance learning, and many thanks to  
our generous donors who make these grants possible. To view the winners, please visit 
www.edinaedfund.com. 
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Community News ... 

Infant Massage Class at Edina Family Center 
March 18, 2010 

1:00-2:30pm 
 
Kelly Dritsas, Early Childhood Teacher, Parent Educator and Massage Instructor, will be conducting a class on infant massage for par-
ents and their infants, birth to crawling. Massage plays an important role in growth and development, along with providing comfort to 
infants.  Kelly will teach parents massage strokes, how massage can help in the attachment process and close the class with some fun 
baby songs. 
 
The cost is $15 for ISD#273 residents and $19 for non-residents. Register Online for Infant Massage at  
www.edinacommunityed.org/familycenter For additional information call Elaine at 952-848-3949. 
 
The Edina Family Center, a Community Education Service of the Edina Public Schools, is committed to children and their families.  Its 
mission is to enhance the quality of life by strengthening families with support, services and parent education. 

EDINA BIKE FESTIVAL TO FIGHT HUNGER  
TO BENEFIT SECOND HARVEST, 
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN AND VEAP 
 
Edina Morningside Rotary Club will host the second annual com-
munity bike ride, the Edina Bike Festival to Fight Hunger, on  
Saturday, May 15 at 9:00am at Rosland Park in Edina. Participants will ride a circle route through Rosland Park, returning to the start 
for fun, food and games. 
 
Legendary Edina High School Swim & Diving Coach Art Downey will lead the community bike ride as its grand marshal. All forms 
of non-motorized transportation are welcome! Bring your bikes, trikes, wagons, unicycles. Decorate your vehicle and wear a costume. 
Prizes will be awarded for largest team, best costume, best decorated bike and more. 
 
Special events of the day include a Kids Bike Ride, a Bike Workshop, Scavenger Hunt with a special prize, food, music and more 
games. Mark your calendars to join in the community bike ride on the morning of May 15! 
 
Bring your loose change! Add it to the pile of loose change on May 15 and we�ll add it, every penny of it, to the proceeds of the event 
to help fight hunger. For more information, visit the event website at www.edinabikefest.com or call Mary Brindle at 952-941-7746. 

Bike Edina Task Force Bike Rodeo 
Bike Edina Task Force is sponsoring a bicycle skills event designed to teach bicyclists the skills they need in order to be-
come better cyclists. By learning bike handling and traffic skills, one can enjoy bicycling more and reduce the chance of 
injury. 
 
The rodeo will be held on Saturday, April 17, 2010 at Highlands Elementary School parking lot. Bicyclists from all Edina 
Elementary schools are encouraged to attend. This event is made up of a series of stations, each dealing with an important 
aspect of safe cycling. Participants will have their bicycles inspected and will then learn about and practice bicycle-handling 
skills that will increase their enjoyment of bicycling and could some day save their lives. 
What: Bile Edina Task Force Bike Rodeo 
Where: Highlands Elementary School, 5505 Doncaster Way, Edina 
When: Saturday, April 17, 2010 - Rain or shine 
Time: 10:00am - 12:00 noon 
Cost: Free of Charge 
Who: All Edina Elementary Students - Primarily geared for elementary aged student but parents, other family members 
 and friends are invited to participate, too. 
What to bring: bicycle and helmet 
 
For more information, please contact Rob Erickson at 952-454-8523 or Peter Hodne at 952-848-4500. 


